Sept. 12.]        A short scrmoji upon the sea.
205
were idle talk1, proceeding from partial views. I mentioned I-Iawthorndcn's Cypress-grove, where it is said that the world is a mere show; and that it is unreasonable for a man to wish to continue in the .show-room, after he has .seen it. Let him go cheerfully out, and give place to other spectators3. JOHNSON. 'Yes, Sir, if he is sure he is to be well, after he goes out of it. Hut if he is to grow blind after lie goes out of the show-room, and never to see any thing again; or if he does not know whither he is to go next, a man will not go cheerfully out of a show-room. No wise man will be contented to die, if ho thinks he is to go into a state of punishment. Nay, no wise man will be contented to die, if he thinks he is to fall into annihilation: for however unhappy any man's existence may be, he yet would rather have it, than not exist at all". No ; there is no rational principle by which a man can die contented, but a trust in the mercy of (Ion, through the merits of Jesus Christ.1 This short sermon, delivered with an earnest tone, in a boat upon the sea, which was perfectly calm, on a day appropriated to religious worship, while every one listened with an air of satisfaction, hud a most pleasing effect upon my mind.
Pursuing the same train of serious reflection, he added that it seemed certain that happiness could not be found in this life, because so many had tried to find it, in such a variety of ways, and had not found it.
We reached the harbour of I'ortree, in Sky, which is a large and good one. There was lying in it a vessel to carry off the emigrants called tin: Nestor. It made a short settlement of the differences between a chief and his clan :—
1 Sec ante, ii. 122, mid iii. 174,
3 'They which forewent us did leave n Roomc for us, and should wee grieve to doe the same to thc.se which should conic after us? Whobceing admitted to see the exquisite rarities o( some antiquaries cabinet is grieved, all viewed, to have the courUiine clrnwcn, ancl'give place to ncwpllgrimcs?" A Cypwsse Crave, by William Urummond of Hawthornc-dcnnc, ed. 1630, p. 68.
J See ante, iii. 174, 335.
' NestorSee ante, iii. 134.
